As one of the founding members of the Ohio Archaeological Council, I am delighted to be here today to see that the organization continues to function in accordance with the purposes stated in our Articles of Incorporation.  Those purposes are:
· To create a coordinated group of professionally competent archaeologists representing all regions of the State of Ohio to provide consultation, aid, and advice to any and all citizens and state and federal agencies;
· To serve as a clearing house for archaeological, prehistoric, and cultural-historical data pertinent to the aboriginal peoples and the early pioneers of the State of Ohio;
· To promote the conservation and preservation of archaeological sites and records of early culture history and to develop among the general public an appreciation of these irreplaceable resources and an awareness of the need for such action;
· To organize, coordinate, and give assistance to archaeological programs within the State of Ohio.
In the early 1970’s, there were numerous informal conversations among us about fitting archaeology into the broader framework of historic preservation; in particular, making sure that archaeological sites and data were not overlooked as development projects approved by the state or federal government increased in size and number.  On February 8, 1975, twenty-eight archaeologists representing major Ohio universities and museums met at the Ohio History Center in Columbus to work toward a formal organization, the Ohio Archaeological Council.  The group elected David Brose (Cleveland Museum of Natural History) as President, Orrin Shane (Kent State University) as Vice-President, and Martha Otto (Ohio Historical Society) as Secretary-Treasurer. 
During the spring and summer of 1975, various of us were busy crafting the documents necessary for formal incorporation and a Code of Regulations that would guide the organization’s activities.  On September 17, 1975, the OAC was formally incorporated by the Secretary of State of Ohio with the following people as incorporators: Raymond Baby, David Brose, Bennie Keel, Martha Otto, Orrin Shane, David Stothers, and Kent Vickery. 
From that point on, much of the organization’s energy has focused on dealing with the field of Cultural Resource Management as its practices evolved over time, and the OAC’s relationships with the Ohio Historic Preservation Office and other state and federal agencies—the “Business” of archaeology.  In the early years, the Council devised specific requirements for CRM reports and then set up a review process for evaluating individual reports.  The OAC Board established an archive to curate CRM reports supported by filing fees paid by the authors.  These review functions gradually diminished as they duplicated much of the review process in the Ohio Historic Preservation Office.  This morning’s presentations clearly show that these areas of interest are still a center piece of our attention.
Nevertheless, I want to call attention to the Council’s efforts to promote archaeological research and public education.  That meeting in February 1975 not only produced a new organization but also included presentations on field work and updates on research projects.  In the very next year, the OAC received a grant from the Ohio American Revolution Bicentennial Advisory Commission  to excavate the base of the Harness Mound in Chillicothe. 
 Communicating new data has been an important component of nearly every meeting since then.  
The Council actively supports research through the Grants Program’s, Regular grants and the Patricia Essenpreis Memorial Grant, for research projects undertaken by OAC members.  We promote the all-important field school experience for students with the OAC Field School Scholarship.  We honor the efforts of individuals with the Public Awareness Award for a member  “who has made a significant contribution to the advancement of archaeology in Ohio by increasing the public's understanding of archaeology” or the Scholarship Award for a member, “who has made a significant contribution to the advancement of archaeology in Ohio through scholarship”.
Finally, the most enduring efforts, in my opinion, of the Council’s first half century are the publications generated by the organization.  Comprising research by OAC members and other scholars and largely compiled by OAC members, these volumes span from the earliest Paleoindians to Contact and Historic periods.  They continue to be springboards for future research and sources of information for the benefit of students and the general public.  They are:
The First Discovery of America: Archaeological Evidence of the Early Inhabitants of the Ohio Area. Edited by William S. Dancey; 1994

A View From the Core: A Synthesis of Ohio Hopewell Archaeology. Edited by Paul J. Pacheco;1996
Cultures Before Contact: The Late Prehistory of Ohio and Surrounding Regions
Edited by Robert A Genheimer; 2000
Thematic Issue: Celebrating Ohio's Historical Archaeology
Published as Volume 18, Ohio Valley Historical Archaeology
Edited by Donald B. Ball; 2004
Transitions: Archaic and Early Woodland Research in the Ohio Country
Edited by Martha P. Otto and Brian G. Redmond; 2008

Encountering Hopewell in the Twenty-first Century, Ohio and Beyond, Vol 1 and 2. Edited by Brian G. Redmond, Bret J. Ruby, and Jarrod Burks; 2019 and 2020
The OAC continues to provide outlets for research by publishing abstracts of presentations at our meetings in the Current Research section of the website, and maintains a peer-reviewed online Journal of Ohio Archaeology for longer projects.  I look forward to the OAC continuing into the next 50 years their efforts on these dual tracks of CRM and archaeological research.
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